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Definitions�
Contractor- The contractor shall be defined as the 
party who enters into a contractual agreement put 
forth by another entity.

TKe Cit\- The city, as used herein, shall refer to the 
Augusta, Georgia municipal government.

Landscape ArcKitect-Landscape architect as used 
herein shall refer to a professional liscensed as a 
landscape architect by the state of Georgia. The 
landscape architect shall be the principal party 
involved in the design of any Beautification project.

Contract-Shall refer to a written agreement 
between two parties involved in an Augusta 
beautification project, that is intended to be 
enforceable by law.

Corridor- A corridor shall refer to any thoroughfare 
including immediate surrounding buildings, 
parcels, views, etc. determined to be of specific 
importance to the image of the city by the Augusta 
Beautification Commitee. 

Design PKase-The design phase of a project, as 
specified herein, will include all project related  
activities between procurement of a Landscape 
Architect and the beginning of construction. 
Design Phase includes project development, design 
documents, construction documents, and permitting.

Construction PKase-Construction phase, as 
specified herein, will include all activity between 
procurement of a Construction Contractor and 
Final Completion of Contruction according to the 
contract.

0aintenance PKase-The maintenance phase 
as specified herein will include the continuing 
maintenance of the project by a professional 
landscape maintenance company for the lifespan of 
the project.

5igKt of :a\ �5�:�-Right of way shall refer to the 
legal right, established by usage or grant, to pass 
along a specific route through property belonging to 
another.

Beaut\ Spot-A beauty spot as referred to herein 
shall be a small area meant to bring emphasis to an 
area or create an impact on passers-by. Beauty spots 
will be typified by more complex design and may 
be designed independently or as part of a corridor.

GroundcoYer- A groundcover as described herein 
shall refer to any low growing grass, vine, or shrub 
that is intended to completely cover the area in 
which it is planted. Such plants will often be low 
and wide, or of a creeping or spreading variety.

+ardscape- Hardscape shall refer to any non 
landscaped area within the scope of the design. 
Typically, hardscape will be poured concrete, 
concrete or clay pavers, or asphalt. Concrete and 
asphalt hardscape elements may have color added,  
be stamped, or be formed to create a more visually 
appealing design.

;eric- ;eric, as referred to herein shall be defined 
as a descriptor of any low water use area.

Sponsor- Sponsor, only as referred to herein, as a 
part of the Augusta Beautification Agreement, shall 
refer to the Augusta Georgia municipal government.

Compan\-The Company, only as referred to herein, 
as a part of the Augusta Beautification Agreement, 
shall refer to the party who enters into an agreement 
with the city under the Augusta Beautification 
Agreement Program.



Purpose
The purpose is three fold: to beautify the Garden 
City, to welcome visitors to our city and make 
a positive first impression by creating positive 
experiences, and finally to differentiate between 
different corridors and districts to build a sense of 
place and reinforce local character. 

ApplicaEilit\
This code shall apply to all new roadway 
construction, existing landscape improvements 
and all development projects within a designated 
Entryway Corridor. Variances shall be requested 
through the Augusta Beautification Committee 
by contacting Augusta Georgia Planning and 
Development Department.

Planned GateZa\s  	 
Corridors�
The following areas have been identified by the City 
of Augusta for beautification initiatives:

GateZa\s�
•         Riverwatch Parkway at Alexander Drive 
•         Doug Bernard Parkway at Bobby -ones   
 Expressway (extending from Bobby -ones to 
 the airport and to the Gordon Highway   
 intersection which is included) 
•         Sandbar Ferry Road at Bobby -ones    
 Expressway

Secondar\ GateZa\s�
•        Wheeler Road at I-20 (Established and   
 maintained by Wheeler Rd businesses)
•        Alexander Drive (Established and    
 maintained by Barry Storey)
•         St. Sebastian Way (Established and    
 maintained by area businesses)
•         Gordon Highway east of Bobby -ones   
 Expressway (Established and maintained by   
 the Gordon Highway Development    
 Committee)
•         Deans Bridge Road 	 Gordon Highway 

8

Augusta Beautification proMect before landscape 
construction.

Augusta Beautification proMect after landscaoe 
construction.

3roposed Beautification 3roMect Rendering
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,nterstate ,ntercKanges �suEMect to GDOT 
approYal�

•        Washington Road at I-20
•        Riverwatch Parkway at I-20
•        Deans Bridge Road at I-520
•       Doug Bernard Parkway at I-520
•        Gordon Highway at I-520

Other area of interest may arise as further development 
increases ± or as targeted by private groups or city 
departments.

Starting tKe Process
Projects can be established in a variety of ways by 
private donors, civic groups, organi]ations, businesses, 
or by a branch of the Augusta Georgia municipal 
government.

Common means of project establishment are as follows:
• Garden City Improvement/Augusta    
 Beautification as clearing house/first stop for  
 municipal or private projects 
• Road Construction Projects will necessitate   
 a review for landscape opportunities while 
 in concept phase, in order to better plan 
 available landscape space.    
• Projects may be initiated by the City or by   
 stakeholders through this process.
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See Augusta Beautification Approval Process for information on how to initiate a project below. Augusta 
Beautification Agreement is attached as an exhibit.

“A UGUSTA BEAUTIFICATION APPROV AL PROCESS”
�)or PriYate Parties�

1. The Company/Organi]ation selects an area to be considered for landscaping.

2. The Company/Organi]ation contacts the Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission to obtain 
approval for the site selected, the program requirements and agreement documents.

3. The Company/Organi]ation provides a detailed landscaping and maintenance plan to Augusta Georgia 
Planning Commission which will be reviewed by the Augusta Beautification Oversight Committee*.  The 
landscaping plan must be prepared or reviewed by a Registered Landscape Architect and include plant material 
types, si]e and requested locations in accordance with the Augusta Beautification Standards.  The maintenance 
plan includes an estimated annual maintenance cost, plan for funding, length of commitment, and contact 
information of the party committing to maintain the area.

4. The Company/Organi]ation provides proof of insurance as follows:
  A. Worker’s Compensation - Certificate of Insurance
  B. General Liability Insurance - �1,000,000 minimum coverage
  C. Automobile Insurance - �500,000 minimum coverage

5. The Company/Organi]ation is notified of required revisions and/or approval of plan.

6. The Company/Organi]ation signs and submits five (5) copies of Augusta Beautification Program 
Agreement to the City Law Department. The CEO/President and Corporate Secretary must sign all documents.  
The Company/Organi]ation’s Corporate Seal must be affixed.  The Mayor executes the agreement.

7. Installation may begin. (Pending all necessary plan approvals have been accepted.)

*The Augusta Beautification Committee consists of representatives from the Augusta Richmond County 
Planning Commission, Traffic 	 Engineering, Parks 	 Recreation, and the Augusta Convention 	 Visitors 
Bureau.” 
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Design Procurement

Projects	initiated	by	the	C ity	will		follow	the	
standard	practice	for	project	procurement.
Privately	initiated	projects	with	the	C ity	as	a	donor	
will	require	the	submission	of	a	minimum	of	three	
bids.	Fully	privately	funded	jobs	are	free	to	use	any	
procurement	means	the	owner	desires.

All Augusta Beautification projects shall be 
designed	by	a	Georgia	licensed	Landscape	Architect	
only.

Design Process

Roadway classification will have a direct correlation 
with	the	design	character	and	maintenance	
requirements	for	any	project.	C orridors	that	receive	
the most traffic will be more complex in design 
character	and	require	more	frequent	maintenance	
than	lesser	traveled	ways.	All	corridors	and	entry	
ways	will	receive	enhanced	maintenance	in	late	
March and early April. Augusta Beautification 
C ommittee	will	classify	each	project	and	reserves	
the right to re-classify as it sees fit. 

5oadZa\ Classifications
• Major arterials will be defined as any   

roadway	with	more	than	4	lanes,		 	 	
with	limited	access,	and	divided	medians.

• Minor arterials will be defined as any   
roadway	with	4	lanes,	divided	roadway,	and			
limited	access.

• Collector streets shall be defined as those   
unrestricted	access	roadways	with	more	than	
two	lanes.

• Local streets will be defined as those    
unrestricted	access	roads	with	only	2	lanes.	

M aj or arterial s are the m ost restric ted regarding 
pl anting design and irrigation.

M inor arterial s of f er m any  oppor tunities f or high 
im pac t design.

L oc al  streets of f er oppor tunity  f or c ivic  groups  and 
homeowners to Moin in the beautification effort.



Right of Way Ownership 
Implications

Georgia Department of Transportation ( GDOT)  
Right of Way ( R/ W)

For	projects	or	parts	of	projects	which	are	on	GDOT	
R/W	see	the	attached	“ Policy	for	Landscaping	and	
Enhancements	on	GDOT	Right	of	Way”.	

Augusta, Georgia R/ W

Follow	the	above	mentioned	GDOT	guideline	for	any	items	
not	addressed,	in	this	book	of 	standards.

Many	of	the	planting	limitations	and	irrigation	restrictions	
from	the	GDOT	Guideline	are	not	required	for	medians	
and	roadway	shoulders	within	ARC 	Right	of	Way.	Please	
contact the Augusta Traffic Engineering Department for 
further	clarity.

Typical design characteriz ation
The	typical	Augusta	Georgia	gateway	design	will	be	
representative	of	the	city	in	its	character	and	composition.	
Traditional	plants	of	the	southern	garden	will	be	
prominently	featured	in	each	project	and	accompanied	by	
hardy	plants	that	both	complement	the	southern	palette	and	
thrive	in	the	heat	of	summer.	Plantings	should	be	designed	
to	provide	year	round	interest,	with	particular	attention	
paid	to	providing	impact	from	late	March	to	early	April.	
Plantings	should	favor	the	southern	garden	style	where	
possible.	Ornamental	heavy	plant	combinations	should	
be	paired	with	tidy	edges	of	sod,	groundcovers,	or	mulch.	
Projects	should	be	designed	for	ease	of	maintenance.	

Expected Project Life

•	 Projects	should	be	designed	to	provide	a	minimum	
50	year	project	life.	The	use	of	appropriate	plant	material	
and irrigation equipment will help to extend the project’s 
lifetime.	Assume	a	minimum	10	year	cyclical	refurbishment	
period	for	major	maintenance,	such	as	seasonal	bed	
soil	replenishment,	major	tree	pruning,	major	irrigation	
maintenance,	and	sub-surface	drainage	maintenance.

U sing hardy  pl ant m aterial  is nec essary  to 
m aintain a be autif ul  pr oj ec t y ear round.

Sout hern garden pl ants shoul d be  p rom inent in 
any Augusta Beautification 3roMect.
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Median Type Description Design and Technical Directions
Narrow Medians 6’ in width or 

less
C oncrete	recommended	as	standard	material:		basic	
C ity	standard	is	poured	in	place	concrete	curbs	with	
broom finish between curbs� where stamped colored 
concrete	has	been	used	in	nearby	medians	on	the	
same	arterial,	its	use	should	be	continued

Special	area	guideline	pavement	should	be	used	in	
place	of	standards	where	applicable

Beauty	Spot/Gateway Sections	of	medians	
and	shoulders	at	ke y	
intersections	and	gateway	
points	that	function	to	
announce	arrival	at	an	
important	place	along	an	
arterial	corridor

Medians designed to integrate with area-specific 
streetscape	design	guidelines

Well	detailed	and	higher	quality	materials	due	to	high	
levels	of	importance

Median	trees	selected	to	coordinate	with	street	trees

Banners,	entry	signage,	gateway	elements,	public	
art,	special	lighting	( only	where	coordinated	by	
Engineering) .

Area-specific entry signage/bollards used to announce 
median	where	approved	by	Engineering.

Standard	median	signage	shall	be	from	Augusta	
C onvention	and	V isitors	Bureau	“ C ity	of	Augusta	
Wayfinding and Welcome Signage” Program 

Town/Neighborhood	
C enter

Designated	areas	for	
intensive	pedestrian-
oriented	commercial,	
mixed use and civic 
development	 Medians	
designed	to	integrate	with	
area-specific streetscape 
design	guidelines.

Well	detailed	due	to	high	levels	of	pedestrian	activity.

Trees	selected	to	match	street	trees	with	emphasis	on	
growing	conditions	for	tree	health	and	longevity	to	
maximi]e greening, including use of structural soils 
under	paved	areas	such	as	pedestrian	crosswalks 	to	
prevent	roots	from	breaki ng	and	heaving	crosswalks .

Trees	generally	planted	on	centerline	of	median	
to minimi]e impacts on sightlines to commercial 
storefronts/signage.

Medians	designed	to	support	pedestrian	safety	and	
traffic calming.
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Median Type Description Design and Technical Directions
C ommercial	C orridor/
Business	Park

Arterial	road	with	
concentration	of	
commercial	land	uses	
with	primarily	vehicular	
rather	than	pedestrian	
orientation	

Medians	designed	to	
provide	continuity	and	
identity	to	the	corridor.

Standard	level	of	detail	due	to	comparatively	low	
levels	of	pedestrian	activity.

Standard hardscape treatment where no area-specific 
guidelines exist.

Emphasis	on	greening	through	use	of	trees	and	mass	
plantings	of	shrubs/groundcover

Trees	generally	planted	on	centerline	of	median	
to minimi]e impacts on sightlines to commercial 
storefronts/signage.

Minimi]e vehicular crossings of median to maximi]e 
greening	opportunities.

Residential	C orridor Arterial	road	with	
concentration	of	
residential	land	uses,	
especially	where	
residences	have	entries	
related	to	the	fronting	
arterial	Multifamily	to	
single	family	residential	
land	use	character	should	
be	reinforced	by	median	
treatment.

Vehicular crossings of median should be minimi]ed 
in order to maximi]e greening opportunities.

Median lighting is warranted in order to minimi]e 
light impacts on residential uses� no banners
Informal plantings to maximi]e greening, to 
communicate	a	residential	character,	and	to	create	
strong	contrast	with	commercial	corridors.

Groupings	of	different	tree	species	either	on	
centerline or staggered as width permits� use of areas 
of spring bulbs� use of accent areas of flowering 
shrubs/groundcovers,	particularly	near	intersections	
or	other	focal	points.

Plant	selection	from	drought	tolerant	species	related	
to	a	residential	plant	palette,	including	grasses	and	
common	roses.
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Median Type Description Design and Technical Directions
Park/ Open	Space	
C orridor

Major	parks 	and	
intersections	with	major	
greenway	corridors

Medians	should	be	planted	to	compliment	the	
character of major parks ± from urban to naturali]ed 
treatments.

C onsideration	should	be	given	to	avoiding	medians	
within	major	parks ,	especially	parks 	that	are	treated	
as forest areas in favor of minimi]ing the overall 
width	of	the	developed	road	right-of-way	since	green	
space	at	the	road	edge	is	substantially	higher	value	as	
part	of	the	urban	forest	than	a	median.

Greenway	crossings	of	arterials	should	be	announced	
and	facilitated	by	the	median	treatment	on	a	case	by	
case	basis	–	pot ential	design	details	could	include	
pedestrian	crosswalks ,	bollards	for	refuge	and	visual	
cues	for	motorist,	signage	or	banners.

Use	native	species	consistent	with	the	ecology	of	the	
area	to	increase	habitat	values	associated	with	the	
nearby	green	space.
Heritage	Area	( C ultural	and	Natural) 	Medians	at	
places of heritage significance, including buildings 
on	the	Heritage	Register,	intersections	of	heritage	
roads	 Special	features	or	planting	in	the	median	
should	complement	and	assist	in	the	interpretation	of	
heritage	features	–	pot ential	details	include	signage,	
pole-mounted	banners,	placement	of	an	appropriate	
artifact	in	the	median	( historic	farm	machine	at	
a	heritage	farmstead) ,	historic	plant	materials	
(flowering fruit trees).

Rural/Agricultural	
C orridor

Generally	medians	are	not	
required

Medians	should	be	planted	with	simple	mass	
plantings	that	suit	the	adjacent	cultural	landscape	
character� rural residential should use a residential 
plant palette� agricultural uses should generally 
have	a	row	of	trees	with	one	consistent	groundcover	
species.
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Median and Non-Median 
General Characteristics

• The Augusta Beautification Committee 
reserves the right to establish the classification of 
any project or portion of a project as xeric or non-
xeric.

X eric Landscapes
• In a xeric median, the plants are to be 
drought	resistant	and	will	only	be	watered	until	
establishment.	X eric	medians	will	have	similar	
character to Non-xeric medians where possible. 
Turf grasses will not be used in xeric medians due 
to	high	water	requirement.	Ground	cover	or	mulch	
will serve as the main field of the median.   
•	 X eric	medians	will	be	best	suited	with	native	
and	hardy	plant	materials.

Non-X eric Landscapes
• In non-xeric medians, irrigation shall 
be	installed	and	equipped	with	smart	controller	
technology.	C alsense	brand	of	controller	is	the	
system	in	use	by	Augusta,	Georgia.	Turf	grass	is	
acceptable in non-xeric medians.

Plant Usage by Plant Type

Grass/ Groundcover
Spacing 
•	 Groundcover	should	be	installed	and	spaced	
to	achieve	full	continuous	plant	mass	in	two	years	
and at no greater than 3’ O.C. See GDOT guide.
Use
•	 Groundcover	shall	be	used	as	the	lowest	
layer	of	plant	material	within	bed	lines	where	
turf	is	included	in	the	design.	In	some	instances	
(xeriscaping, low water or low maintenance ]ones), 
groundcovers may be used curb to curb as the field 
in	which	the	planting	beds	are	established.	
Location
•	 Groundcovers	will	be	used	to	reinforce	
gradual	height	changes	leading	the	eye	upward	
between	turf	and	shrubs	or	trees.	Groundcover	may	
also	be	used	in	any	location	that	cannot	sustain	
grass	or	cannot	be	mowed.

W here grass is not used, gr oundc overs be c om e the m ain 
ground l evel  el em ent.

X eric  l andsc ape s are c om pos ed of  pl ants that requi re 
very  l ittl e w ater af ter establ ishm ent.

N on- X eric  L andsc ape s requi re irrigation to pe rf orm  at 
pe ak  c ondiotin
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Shrubs 
Spacing	
•	 Shrubs	shall	be	spaced	according	to	mature	
si]e. Small shrubs can be placed 3’-5’ apart, while 
large shrubs will generally be installed at 5’-8’ O.C.
Use
•	 Shrubs	should	be	used	to	create	year	round	
interest in the design. With the appropriate mix of 
evergreen and deciduous plants with unique flower 
color and foliage texture, the project can provide 
interest	all	year	round.
Location
•	 Shrubs	function	as	the	main	eye	level	
accompaniment	to	the	trees	which	will	usually	
define the space above. In the case where trees 
are	not	allowed,	large	shrubs	may	function	as	
the predominant space defining element and may 
be	used	like 	trees	with	medium	and	small	shrub	
accompaniment.

Large Trees
Spacing 
•	 As	a	rule	of	thumb,	large	shade	trees	may	
be planted at 40’ O.C. in linear projects. In some 
instances	( i.e.	high	speed	corridors) 	larger	spacing	
is	acceptable,	but	should	under	no	circumstance	
exceed 60’ O.C.
Use
•	 C lonal	varieties	of	large	native	trees	shall	be	
specified where possible. 
•	 Trees	will	be	used	as	the	spine	of	all	linear	
projects	and	set	the	tone	of	the	corridor.	Trees	will	
be	used	to	reduce	heat	island	effect	by	shading	
roadways, to break up expansive stretches of 
median	by	introducing	rhythm	and	pattern,	as	well	
as	to	frame	views	and	create	focal	points.	
•	 Trees	form	an	implied	barrier	creating	
separate	spaces.	Median	trees	divide	the	roadway	
into	two	spaces	while	trees	on	the	curb	or	shoulder	
can	envelope	the	whole	roadway	as	one	space	with	
“ walls”	on	either	side.
Location
•	 In	general,	trees	will	be	planted	centrally	
in	linear	projects	( setback	r estrictions	apply	in	
medians) .	Incorporate	trees	throughout	the	project	
area	to	form	spaces	and	focal	points.	L arge trees c an be  used qui te ef f ec tivel y  to f ram e a 

spac e and c reate enc l osure.

Cl onal  pl ant varieties are pr ef erred due to c onsistenc y  
of  c harac ter and pe rf orm anc e f rom  pl ant to pl ant. 

Spac ing shrubs  f or m ature siz e hel ps  pr event l ook ing 
overgrow n and dec reases l ik el ihood of  disease. 
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Small Trees
Spacing 
•	 As	a	rule	of	thumb,	small	trees	shall	be	
spaced at 20’-30’ O.C.
Use
•	 Small	trees	function	in	a	role	that	is	a	
hybrid between the space defining large tree and 
the interest of flowering shrubs. Small trees can 
function	as	either,	in	order	to	provide	the	perfect	
complement	or	transition	between	the	shrub	and	
large	tree.	
Location
•	 In	general,	trees	will	be	planted	centrally	
in	linear	projects	( setback	r estrictions	apply	in	
medians) .	Incorporate	trees	throughout	the	project	
area	to	form	spaces	and	focal	points.	

Seasonal Color 
Spacing	
•	 Seasonal	color	shall	be	the	responsibility	
of the organi]ation/company to install as needed 
in	order	to	ke ep	vibrant	annuals	in	bloom	all	year	
long.	Plants	shall	be	spaced	so	that	at	maturity	of	
plants	the	seasonal	bed	will	be	completely	covered	
in	continuous	vegetation.
Use
•	 Seasonal	color	shall	make 	up	a	minimal	
amount	of	the	total	landscaped	area.	Use	shall	be	to	
provide	an	impact	upon	approaching	a	landscaped	
median. Pops of color and interesting foliage texture 
combinations	are	encouraged.
Location
• Locate to make an impact as people first 
approach	the	project	or	corridor.

Care should be tak en to minimiz e or prevent 
new plantings of any type within the root z one of 
established trees.

Se asonal  c ol or shoul d be  used to c reate visual  im pac t 
w ith a sm al l  f ootpr int.

Sm al l  trees of ten of f er added visual  im pac t through 
Àowering or fall color.
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Recommended Plant Type 
Ratios

The Augusta Beautification Committee reserves the 
right	to	determine	the	theme	plant	species	of	any	
corridor	or	project.

•	 No	more	than	25% 	of	the	total	plant	material	
(by area) proposed for a project shall be a]aleas. 
•	 No	more	than	20% 	of	the	total	plant	material	
proposed	for	a	project	shall	be	deciduous	plant	
material by area (Excluding trees).
•	 No	less	than	60% 	of	total	trees	proposed	for	
a	project	shall	be	large	trees.
•	 A	theme	tree/shrub	combination	shall	
be	established	for	every	project	or	corridor.		
Approximately 60% of any plant category (large 
tree, small tree, flowering shrub) will be of 
the	theme	species	for	the	project.	Any	project	
completed	as	a	continuation	of	an	established	
project,	or	proposed	in	a	corridor	with	an	
established	theme	tree/shrub	combination	shall	not	
vary	the	theme	tree.		
• A maximum of 2 plant types per project, 
which	have	not	been	proven	in	Garden	C ity	
Improvement	previous	project	or	included	in	initial	
Guideline	plant	palette,	may	be	used	in	a	new	
project. Unproven plant material is not to exceed 
10% 	total	project	plant	material	by	area.	
• No envasive exotic species as defined by the 
Georgia Exotic Pest Plant Council shall be specified 
for	installation	in	any	project.

Mulch  
• All mulch used in beautification projects 
shall	be	organic	in	nature.	No	stone	or	synthetic	
mulch	shall	be	used.	
•	 Preferred	mulch	materials	are	double	
hammered	hardwood	bark	m ulch	or	long	leaf	pine	
straw. If artificial color is to be used, mulch should 
be	naturally	colored	in	brown	hues.	No	black	or 	red	
mulches	will	be	accepted.
•	 Mulch	shall	be	installed	between	2”-4”	thick	
and	shall	be	replaced	as	needed	and	at	minimum	
twice	per	year.
•	 No	mulch	shall	be	installed	immediately	
around	base	of	plants.	See	planting	details.

D ark  br ow n doubl e ham m ered hardw ood bar k  m ul c h 
shal l  be  the pr ef erred m ul c h used in al l  be ds. 

I n order to l im it l arge sc al e l osses, t he am ount of  un-
pr oven pl ants in eac h pr oj ec t w il l  be  l im ited.

T he them e tree w il l  be  the pr edom inant reoc c uring 
design c om pone nt and set the c harac ter of  the pr oj ec t.
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0edian Specific CKaracteristics

Design with experiential progression in mind.
•	 	C reate	multiple	groups	of	complementary	
plant	materials	( Group	A,	Group	B,	Group	C ) .	
Begin	to	establish	patterns	by	alternating	plant	
groups	( aba-	aba,	aba-aca-aba,	etc.) .	Multiple	plant	
groupings	and	establishment	of	perceptible	patterns	
are	particularly	important	on	long	linear	projects.	
A	break	i n	the	pattern	can	be	used	to	create	a	focal	
point	or	emphasis.
•	 Design	with	speed	and	scale	in	mind.	
Lengthen	plant	groups	and	individual	spacing	of	
major	design	elements	on	high	speed	corridors.
•	 Use	the	ends	and	center	of	projects	to	
create an impacting experience. Medians will be 
experienced from both sides by users traveling in 
opposite	directions.	Be	sure	to	account	for	direction	
of	travel	and	whether	travelers	are	entering	or	
leaving	the	city.

Design based on median width
• Median widths � 15’ wide may not receive 
a	tree	that	matures	at	larger	than	4”	in	caliper.	See	
GDOT	guide.
• Median widths 15’-35’ wide shall have one 
row of trees max.
• Median widths 35’� may have multiple rows 
of	trees.	

Narrow medians
• Construction of medians less than 6’ wide 
should	be	avoided	where	possible.
•	 Landscape	medians	should	not	be	less	than	
8’ wide.
• Medians less than 8’ wide should be 
addressed	with	approved	hardscape	material.	C lay	
pavers	or	stamped/stained	concrete	are	preferred.	
C lay/brick	pa vers	are	not	allowed	in	GDOT	R/W.

R epe ating sim il ar el em ents throughout the design 
c orridor hel ps  to c reate bot h variety  and unity .
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Pavers

•	 When	pavers	are	used	in	a	project,	they	shall	
be	set	on	a	4”	graded	aggregate	base	course	and	
graded	to	provide	positive	drainage.	
•	 J oints	shall	be	swept	with	polymeric	sand	
and	surface	treated	with	pre-emergent	herbicide	
immediately following	installation.
•	 Where	pavers	are	installed	adjacent	to	a	
curb, surface of pavers should be installed flush 
with	top	of	curb.	A	½” 	pre-formed	expansion	joint	
shall	be	provided	at	curb	paver	interface.	Metal	or	
masonry	edge	restraint	shall	be	used	where	edge	of	
paver	area	is	not	bound	by	a	structural	element.
•	 Paver	color	shall	be	determined	by	pre-
existing	materials	within	corridor	or	established	
design	pattern	for	gateway	or	corridor.
•	 No	debris	or	liquid	waste	from	masonry	or	
other	construction	shall	be	placed	or	disposed	of	in		
proposed	planting	areas	or	area	existing	plants.

P avers instal l ed in a narrow  m edian restrained by  
c onc rete c urb.

P aver j oints shal l  be  sw ept  w ith pol y m eric  sand to 
pr event w eed grow th and overal l  m aintenanc e requi red.
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Plant Palette

Botanical Name Common Name Min. S iz e Installed X eric

Large Trees
Acer	buergerianum	‘V alynor’ Trident	Maple	 4”	C AL Y ES
Nyssa sylvatica µWildfire’ or µGreen 
Gable’

Black Gum 4”	C AL Y ES

Q uercus	hemisphaerica Darlington	Oak 4”	C AL
Q uercus	phellos	‘Hightower’ Hightower	Willow	Oak 4”	C AL
Taxodium	distichum	 Bald	C ypress 4”	C AL Y ES
Ulmnus	parvifolia	‘Bosque’ Lacebark 	Elm 4”	C AL
Ulmnus	americana	‘Princeton’ American	Elm 4”	C AL
Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo 4”	C AL

Small Trees
Acer	griseum Paper	Bark 	Maple 10’-12’	B&B
C hionanthus	virginicus Fringe	Tree 10’-12’	B&B Y ES
J uniperus	virginiana Eastern	Red	C edar 10’-12’	B&B Y ES
Lagerstroemia	sp. C rape	Myrtle 10’-12’	B&B Y ES
Magnolia grandiflora µAlta’ or 
µLittle Gem’

Dwarf	Southern	Magnolia 10’-12’	B&B

Prunus	x	yeodensis Y oshino	C herry 10’-12’	B&B

Large Shrubs
A]ealea indica µG.G. Gerbing’ or 
µGeorge Tabor’

Indica	azalea 7 GAL

C amellia	japonica J aponica	C amellia 7 GAL
Forsythia	x	intermedia Golden Bells 7 GAL
Ilex	x	‘Nellie	R.	Stevens’	 Nellie	R.	Steven’s	Holly 7 GAL
Ilex	x	‘Savannah’ Savannah	Holly 7 GAL Y ES
Illicium parviflora Anise	tree 7 GAL
Loropetalum	‘Burgundy’ Burgundy	Loropetalum 7 GAL
Myrica	cerifera Southern	Wax	Myrtle 7 GAL Y ES
Osmanthus	fragrans Fragrant	Tea	Olive 7 GAL
V iburnum	tinus Laurestinus 7 GAL Y ES
V itex	agnus-castus C haste	Tree 7 GAL
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Botanical Name Common Name Min. S iz e Installed X eric

Small Shrubs
Abelia grandiflora Dwarf	Abelia 3 GAL
Azalea	x	‘Encore’ Encore	Azalea 3 GAL
Berberis	thunbergii	sp. J apanese	Barberry 3 GAL
Ilex	cornuta C arissa	Holly 3 GAL Y ES
Ilex	vomitoria	‘Nana’ Dwarf	Y aupon	Holly 3 GAL Y ES
Loropetalum	chinensis	‘Emerald	
Snow’

Emerald	Snow	Loropetalum 3 GAL

Loropetalum	chinensis	‘Ever	Red	
Sunset’

Ever	Red	SunsetLoropetalum 3 GAL

Panicum	virgatum Panic Grass 3 GAL Y ES
Pennesetum	alopecuroides Hameln’s Dwarf Fountain Grass 3 GAL
Raphiolepis	indica Indian	Hawthorne 3 GAL Y ES
Raphiolepis	umbellata	‘Minor’ Dwarf	Y edda	Hawthorne 3 GAL Y ES
Rosa	x	K nockout K nocko ut	Rose 3 GAL Y ES

Groundcover
Hemerocallis	sp. Daylily 1 GAL Y ES
J uniperus	sp. J uniper 1 GAL Y ES
Liriope	sp. Lilyturf 1 GAL
Loropetalum	chinensis	‘Daruma	
Dwarf’	or	‘Peack’

Dwarf	Daruma	or	Purple	Pixie	
Loropetalum

1 GAL Y ES

Trachelospermum	asiaticum Asiatic	J asmine 1 GAL Y ES
Gardenia x µRadicans’ Dwarf Gardenia 1 GAL
Veronica peduncularis µGeorgia 
Blue’

Georgia Blue Speedwell 1 GAL

Turf Grasses
• Preferred turf grass for beautification projects shall be Palisades Zoysia. 
•	 Other	species	of	grass	including	C entipede	and	Bermuda	may	be	considered	pending	site	location	and		 	
	 micro	climatic	conditions.	
• Certification of grass species by submission to project Landscape Architect or Augusta Tree and    
	 Landscape	Maintenance	Department	will	be	required	prior	to	installation.



Installation Methods

See	detail	section	in	appendix	for	complete	library	
of	approved	details	for	inclusion	in	plans	submittted	
for	approval.

Planting Beds Preparation

•	 All	plants	shall	meet	the	requirements	set	
forth	in	the	American	Standards	for	Nursery	Stock 	
(ANSI Z.60). All plants shall be installed at the 
si]es specified by the approved landscape plan and 
will	not	be	accepted	otherwise.	

•	 Prior	to	installation,	all	plant	material	shall	
be	inspected	by	the	Landscape	Architect.	C ontractor	
shall	have	sole	responsibility	for	coordinating	pre-
installation	inspection.	Plant	labels	including	genus,	
species,	and	cultivar	shall	remain	attached	to	each	
plant until	reviewed	and	approved	by	the	Landscape	
Architect.	Substitution	due to	plant	availability	
requires	the	approval	from	the	Landscape	Architect.

•	 Plant	material	shall	be	balled	and	burlapped	
or container grown as specified. No container 
grown	stock 	will	be	accepted	if	it	is	root	bound.	
All	plastic	or	synthetic	root	wrapping	material	shall	
be	removed	at	time	of	planting.	Burlap	should	be	
pulled back 	approximately	one	third	of	root	ball	
height, in	order	to	discourage	wicki ng	of	moisture	
from	the	rootball.

•	 Plant	material	should	not	be	stored	on	site	
without	being	installed	within	24	hours	unless	
temporary	irrigation	and	shade	are	provided.	Root	
balls	of	plant	material	delivered	to	site	shall	not	be	
allowed	to	dry	out	before	installation.

•	 All	plants	shall	be	hand	watered	thoroughly	
twice during the first 24 hours after installation. 
After	planting,	all	trees,	shrubs,	and	grass	shall	be	
watered	weekl y	or	as	necessary	to	maintain	the	
equivalent	of	one	inch	of	absorbed	water	per	week.

•	 Prior	to	planting,	the	location	of	all	plant	

Al l  sy nthetic  m aterial  w il l  be  rem oved f rom  the rootba l l s 
of  pl ants at the tim e of  instal l ation.
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T em por ary  pl antings or other pr otec tion are requi red,  if  
pl ant m aterial s are not instal l ed w ithin 24 hour s.

R em ove the top 1/ 3 of  bur l ap f rom  the rootbal l  during 
instal l ation.
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material	is	to	be	stake d	and	approved	by	the	
Landscape	Architect.	

•	 Planting	beds	shall	have	a	minimum	slope	of	
2% 	to	encourage	positive	drainage	and	discourage	
saturated	root	systems.	Supplement	areas	with	
suitable	topsoil	if	needed	to	provide	positive	
drainage.
•	 The	landscape	contractor	shall	provide	
fertilizer,	pre-emergent	herbicide,	lime	topsoil	
and	planting	mixture	as	per	the	installation	
specifications.
•	 Bed	lines	shall	have	a	three	inch	deep	shovel	
cut	trench	edge	where	mulch	meets	grass,	concrete	
walks or curbs unless otherwise specified. Bed 
lines	shall	be	smooth	and	continuous	and	be	within	
a	reasonable	location	and	shape	as	illustrated	on	
plans.	Place	mulch	under	plants	and	into	bed	line	
trenches.
•	 Planting	bed	areas	shall	be	treated	with	
Round-up or	equal	herbicide	spray,	by	a	licensed	
herbicide	applicator	and	left	undisturbed	for	7	days	
prior	to	beginning	excavation	and	prep.	There	shall	
be	no	weeds	or	grass	clumps	in	excavated	median	
prior	to	topsoil	placement.	C ontractor	shall	also	
schedule	a	time	for	Landscape	Architect	to	observe	
finished excavation prior to placement of planting 
soil.
•	 C ontractor	shall	be	responsible	for	full	
landscape	maintenance	through	a	thirty	day	
maintenance period following the date of final 
completion. At	completion	of	the	thirty	day	period	
the	owner	will	be	responsible	for	all	maintenance	
and	watering.
•	 C ontractor	is	responsible	for	the	cleanup	of	
all containers,	pallets,	debris,	etc.	resulting	from	
his/her	work. 	
•	 All	plant	material,	including	turf	grass	shall	
be	warranted	for	a	period	of	one	year.	Warranty	
does not include acts of God or vandalism.

General Tree Planting
•	 Nylon	strap	with	shock 	absorbing	
componentsand	wooden	stake s	shall	be	used	for	all	
tree	support	staki ng.	Pull straps	tight,	but	do	not	
over	tighten.
•	 Plant	root	ball	1”-2”	above	existing	grade.

L andsc ape d areas shoul d be  graded to enc ourage 
drainage and pr event puddl ing.

N y l on straps  w ith shoc k  abs orbi ng c om pone nts shoul d 
be  used to sec urel y  br ac e new  trees.

Bedl ines shal l  be  c reated w ith a three inc h deep s hovel  
c ut edge.
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•	 Mark 	the	north	facing	side	of	the	tree	prior	
to	initial	digging.	Using	the	marki ng	install	the	tree	
in	the same	orientation	as	it	was	excavated.
•	 Tree	rings	shall	be	created	using	2”-4”	deep	
organic	mulch	installed	at	a	minimum	of	8’ -10’	in	
width.	A	2”	high	earthen	saucer	of	native	soil	shall	
be	created	near	the	edge	of	the	mulch	ring	to	better	
retain	water.
•	 If	present,	the	wire	baske t	shall	be	
completely	removed	from	the	root	ball	and	burlap	
shall	be	pulled	back 	one	third	of	the	height	of	the	
root	ball.
•	 Tree	installation	pit	shall	extend	a	
minimum of 12” beyond the root ball along the flat 
undisturbed	bottom	of	the	pit.	Diameter	of	the	top	
of	the	tree	pit	shall	be	at	minimum	two	times	the	
width	of	the	root	ball.
• Grade backfill of tree pit away from the base 
of	tree	to	provide	positive	drainage.
•		 C entral	leader	shall	never	be	pruned.

Evergreen Tree Planting Detail
•	 One	support	stake 	shall	be	driven	into	the	
ground at 1’-6” away from the edge planting hole 
on the	side	of	the	prevailing	wind.	A	nylon	strap	
with	shock 	absorbing	components	shall	be	attached	
from	the	tree	to	the	stake 	for	support.	All	straps	and	
stake s	shall	be	removed	within	one	week 	of	the	end	
of	the	90 	day	maintenance	period.

Multi Trunk  Tree
•	 Tree	staki ng	should	be	done	with	1”x2”x18” 	
long	wood stake s	in	compacted	soil.	Nylon	straps	
with	shock 	absorbing	components	should	be	
wrapped	to	multiple	trunks 	per	strap	and	then	
secured	to	a	stake 	in	order	that	each	main	trunk 	is	
anchored	against	the	wind.	All	straps	and	stake s	
shall	be	removed	within	one	week 	of	the	end	of	the	
90 day	maintenance	period.

Typical Tree Planting Detail
•	 Tree	staki ng	should	be	done	with	1”x2”x18” 	
long	wood stake s	in	compacted	soil.	Nylon	straps	
with	shock 	absorbing	components	should	brace	
the	tree	in	three	directions	from	the	lowest	set	of	
branches	to	the	stake s.	All	straps	and	stake s	shall	be	
removed	within	one	week 	of	the	end	of	the	90 	day	
maintenance	period.
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Shrub Installation Detail
• Plant top of root ball at or just above finish 
grade.
•	 Lay	out	beds	as	illustrated	on	plan.	Fill	in	
planting	bed	with triangular	spaced	plants	measured	
from	center	to	center.
•	 Planting	hole	shall	be	minimum	1’	outside	of	
root	ball	at	surface	and	wider	at	the	top	than	at	the	
bottom.

Median Plant Spacing Detail
• This detail is required in all GDOT Rights-
of	Way.	No	shrub	shall	be	planted	closer	than	3’	
from the face of curb. Groundcovers shall not be 
planted	closer	than	18” 	to	face	of	curb.
•	 Sod	shall	not	encroach	closer	than	2’	from	
adjacent plantings and shall be defined by a 3” deep 
shovel	cut	bed	edge.
•	 Use	triangular	plant	spacing	as	shown	in	
detail.	

Soil, Planting Media 
Preparation

Establish Rate of Percolation
•	 Test	percolation	by	excavating	an	18” 	deep	
hole and filling it with water. If percolation of the 
water	from	the	hole	take s	more	than	24	hours,	
percolation is insufficient and soil amendment and 
improvement	should be	undertake n.
•	 Soil	samples	shall	be	take n	to	the	local	
C ounty	Extension	Agency	for	testing.	Soil	
amendments	shall	be	added	as	recommended	by	
testing	agency.
•	 In	cases	where	the	existing	soil	has	a	high	
rock 	or	debris	content	or	fails	the	percolation	test,	
excavation	and	replacement	of	soil	media	will	be	
necessary.
•	 In	excavation	and	replacement	scenarios,	
no less	than	12”,	and	preferably	18” or	more	of	soil	
should	be	removed	throughout	the	project	area.
•	 When	replacing	soil,	care	should	be	
take n	that	the	subsoil	be	left	in	a	manner	that	
promotes	positive	drainage,	by	insuring	slope	of	
2% 	or	more	to	a	drainage	structure	and	relatively	

P erc ol ation tests shoul d be  pe rf orm ed to determ ine 
w hether suppl em ental  drainage is requi red.

Soi l  sam pl es shal l  be  tested to determ ine w hether soil  
am endm ents are nec essary .

R oc k y  or debr is l aden soil s shal l  requi re ex c avation to a 
dept h of  no l ess than 12” .



consistent	surface	without	pot	holes	or	low	points	
intermediate.
•	 Finished	grades	of	imported	soil	should	be	
left	1”	minimum	below	any	curb	or	other	hardscape	
in an attempt to provide a clean, flush edge between 
top	of	concrete	and	abutting	sod	or	mulch.	Imported	
soil should be finish graded to provide positive 
drainage	across	surface.	See	“ Sod	Installation	
Detail”.
•	 The	imported	topsoil	shall	meet	the	attached	
criteria	and	a	sample	shall	be	submitted	to	the	
Landscape	Architect	in	a	1	gallon	re-sealable	plastic	
bag	for	approval	prior	to	installation.

Underdrains/ Sewer tie-ins
•	 Where	possible,	French	drains	should	be	
installed	at	the	subsurface	to	enhance	drainage.
•	 French	drains	should	be	tied	to	storm	sewer	
at	an	existing	drainage	structure	by	core	drilling.	
When	grades	are	prohibitive,	or	there	is	no	available	
structure	into	which	to	tie	French	drains,	the	use	of	
rock 	sump	areas	will	be	accepted.	See	detail.	
•	 Under	drains	are	recommended	in	all	
medians,	however,	in	areas	where	existing	soils	
pass	percolation	test	and	further	excavation	is	not	
required	due	to	poor	existing	soil	material,	french	
drains	will not	be	required.

Irrigation
•	 Irrigation	is	preferred	in	the	design	of	all	
beautification projects. GDOT does not allow 
irrigation	within	medians	without	a	variance	and	
has	requirements	for	its	installation	on	roadway	
shoulders. See the attached GDOT manual for 
further	reference	to	irrigation	requirements	and	
variance	process.	
• The Augusta, Georgia municipal 
government	prefers	the	use	of	a	“ smart	irrigation	
system”	to	reduce	the	waste	and	danger	of	water	on	
roadways.	Smart	irrigation	systems	are	equipped	
with	an	anemometer	to	monitor	wind	speeds,	a	
thermometer	to	determine	possibility	of	freezing,	
and	pressure	loss	sensors	to	eliminate	waste	in	
a	pipe	burst	scenario,	as	well	as,	moisture	and	
rainfall monitoring in order to efficiently and 
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T he Cal sense c ontrol l er m onitors m any  site c onditions 
to pr eserve w ater during.

Cal sense c ontrol l ors c an be  m onitored by  a c entral  
c om put er. 

F renc h drains are suggested in al l  m edian 
beautification proMects.



29

safely	distribute	water	to	plants	as	needed.	ARC 	is	
equipped	with	the	C alsense	line	of	smart	irrigation	
controllers	and	operating	software.	All	proposed	
controllers	shall	be	compatible	with	this	system.	

Standard Irrigation
•	 Standard	irrigation	projects	will	employ	
a	C alsense	smart	irrigation	system	linke d	to	city	
control.	The	C alsense	installation	requirement	is	
driven	by	project	size	and	budget.	C ontact	Augusta	
Beautification Committee for information on 
possible	variance.
•	 Augusta	Utilities	Department	is	often	
amicable	in	offering	in-ki nd	donations	of	water	
utility	installation	and	water service.	In	most	
circumstances,	when	AUD	make s	in-ki nd	donations	
AUD	installs	water	lines	from	a	needed	tap	to	
the	water	meter.	Irrigation	designer	or	Landscape	
Architect	shall	coordinate	with	AUD	civil	engineer	
to coordinate efficient layout, tap locations, and 
supply	line	sizing.
•	 C ontractors	are	encouraged	to	contact	the	
area	C alsense	Representative	for	assistance	in	
installation	and	setup	of	the	C alsense	irrigation	
system,	particularly	the	controller,	associated	
sensors	and	programming.

X eric Plantings
•	 X eric	planting	scenarios	are	designed	for	
minimal	water	use.	While	not	preferred,	the	use	of	
xeric	landscaping	is	allowed	under	this	guideline	
where	standard	irrigation	is	not	available	or	not	
allowed.
•	 See	plant	palette	for	approved	plants	for	
xeric	landscapes.
•	 X eric	landscapes	shall	receive	irrigation	in	
an	amount	equal	to	1”	rainfall	each	week 	for	the	
first year of installation. This can be accomplished 
through	temporary	use	of	an	irrigation	system	or	by	
use	of	a	water	truck.

Directional Drilling and Boring
•	 In	order	to	avoid	the	necessity	of	drilling	or	
boring,	all	new-construction	projects	shall	include	
2-6” dedicated sleeves for irrigation access to any 

I rrigation by  w ater truc k  is one m ethod of  establ ishing 
pl ants in a x eric  l andsc ape .

D rip i rrigation bags  are another opt ion f or use during 
the establ ishm ent pe riod f or x eric  l andsc ape s.

D irec tional  dril l ing is the pr ef erred m ethod of  pr oviding  
irrigation and pow er ac c ess to areas instal l ed w ithout 
sl eeves or c onduit.



location	that	creates	an	enclosed	landscaped	area.	
This	shall	include	but	is	not	limited	to,	landscaped	
medians,	parki ng	lot	islands,	driveways	at	street	
yard	crossings,	foundation	planting	areas,	etc.
•	 On	existing	sites	or	in	areas	where	there	is	
no irrigation	access	provided,	boring	and	directional	
drilling	are	preferred	to	open	cuts.	Any	project	
under GDOT jurisdiction will require a utility 
encroachment	permit	in	addition	to	the	special	
encroachment	permit.	Without	a	variance,	sleeving	
will	also	be	required	to	be	Schedule	80 	PV C 	within	
the	R/W.	
• Augusta, Georgia requires minimum 48” 
cover	over	all	roadway	drilling	or	boring.	J ack 	and	
bore pits will be a minimum of 36” from the edge of 
pavement	/back 	of	curb.	No	road	or	driveway	shall	
be open cut without authori]ation from the Traffic 
Engineer.	
•	 In	the	event	that	the	required	minimum	
cover	cannot	be	achieved	due,	contractor	shall	
notify	project	Landscape	Architect	and	Augusta	
Engineering	Department.			
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All landscaped areas confined by hardscapes should be 
pr ovided w ith ac c ess via sl eeves upon i nstal l ation.

O pe n c uts shal l  be  avoided at al l  c osts through the use 
of  sl eeving and direc tional  dril l ing.
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Signage

Sponsor Signage
•	 Sponsor	recognition	signage	will	be	allowed	
in	the form	of	removable	signs	with	sponsor	logos.	
Sponsor	Signage will	be allowed	to	be	displayed	
at	the	project	during	initial	installation	through	
completion, during	Early	April,	and	by	request	of	
the	Sponsor for	special	events.	Requests	should	
be	sent,	in	writing,	to the	chair	of	the	Augusta	
Beautification Committee. 

Program Signage
•	 Program	signage	will	be	installed	
permanently	in	each	project	completed	as	part	of	the	
Augusta Beautification Program.
•	 Program	signage	will	identify	the	project	as	
a part of the Augusta Beautification Program, and 
refer	readers	to	the	program	website,	which	will	list	
all parties	involved	in	the	project,	project	bio	and	
statistics,	before	and	after	pictures,	and	information	
on becoming	a	part	of	the	program.

Welcome and Way Finding Signage
•	 Welcome	to	Augusta	and	District	
Wayfinding signage installation is an ongoing 
project of the Augusta Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.	Many	of	the	welcome	sign	locations	will	
be	accompanied	by	landscaping	to	create	‘Beauty	
Spots’	and	are	available	as	project	locations	for	
potential sponsors.

Augusta Convention and Visitors Bureau has 
established a Welcome and Wayfinding sign program.

Sponsor signage may be displayed for limited times 
with approval of the Augusta Beautification Commitee.



Permit Process

GDOT
When	proposed	project	is	on	the	R/W	belonging	to	
the	GDOT,	the	project	will	have	to	be	approved	by	
GDOT	in	addition	to	the	local	permitting	process.		
The	standard	process	for	landscape	improvements	
in	the GDOT	R/W	incudes	a	special	encroachment	
permit	issued	through	the	District	Access	
Management Office. A landscape review will also 
be required through the GDOT landscape office. 

•	 Medians	are	the	most	restricted	area	of		 	
landscaping	with	heavy	restrictions	on	irrigation.	
Most irrigation in medians requires a Variance 
approved by the GDOT Commissioner.
•	 Roadway	shoulders	and	areas	outside	of	
the	traveled	way	are	less	restricted	in	the	use	of	
landscaping	and	irrigation.
•	 Refer	to	Attached	GDOT	Guide	for	more	
information	on	restrictions	and	requirements.

GDOT Grant Process
The	GDOT	offers	assistance	through	grants	to	
local	municipalities	in	the	effort	to	improve	local	
roadways.	When	awarded	a	grant,	the	project	does	
not	require	an	Encroachment	Permit.	There	are	
however	many	more	requirements	that	do	have	to	
be met, including the Landscape Office Review. 
• Concept Meeting
• Concept Report
•	 Environmental	Report
•	 Design	Phase
• Construction Documents
•	 Bidding
• Construction Management

Augusta, Georgia
Each roadway beautification project will also 
require	completion	of	the	Augusta,	Georgia	plan	
approval process. GDOT regulations supersede City 
requirements,	but	do	not	alleviate	the	necessity	of	a	
plan	review.
• Land Disturbance Permit and 3-Phase ESPC 
for	Projects	will	be	required	for	any	project	or	phase	
with	greater	than	1	acre	of	disturbed	area.	Erosion	

Control BMPs will be required on all projects 
regardless	of	size.	No	project	is	exempt.
•	 When	submitting	for	design	review	
approval,	a	submittal	of	12	full	sets	of	plans	shall	
be	delivered	to	the	Augusta	Georgia	Planning	and	
Development	Department.	Review	fees	may	be	
waived	by	the	P&D	Department	at	the	Directors’	
discretion, for projects benefitting the city.

Construction Bidding Process

Projects initiated by the City will  follow the 
standard	practice	for	project	procurement.
Privately initiated projects with the City as a donor 
will	require	the	submission	of	a	minimum	number	
of	bids. Fully	privately	funded	jobs	are	free	to	use	
any	procurement	means	the	owner	desires.

Construction Process

Pre-Construction Meeting 
A	Pre-construction	meeting	is	to	be	attended	
by a	representative	from	each	city	department	
involved in	the project,	any	state	department	with	
jurisdiction,	project	sponsor,	project	designer,	and	
contractor.	Pre-con	shall	be	scheduled	by	contractor	
per	Augusta,	Georgia	standards.		Site	visits	are	
encouraged	as	part	of	the	Pre-construction	when	
possible.

Permits
Design	permitting shall	be	the	sole	responsibility	
of the Landscape Architect. Construction Phase 
permits are the responsibility of the Contractor to 
procure	as	necessary.
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Erosion Control Measures
For	projects	requiring	a	Land	Disturbing	Activity	
Permit,	an	erosion	control	plan	will	be	submitted	
to	the Augusta,	Georgia	Engineering	Department	
during	the	design	phase.		Erosion	control	BMPs	
will	be the	responsibility	of the	contractor	to	install	
and	maintain.	During	construction,	all	erosion	
control	measures	shall	be	maintained	as	drawn	
on the	approved	plans	or	as	directed	by	project	
Landscape Architect or Augusta Traffic Engineering 
Deparment.	Plans	should	be	red	lined,	dated	to	
reflect changes and kept available on site throughout 
construction.

Traffic Control
When necessary, a traffic control plan will be 
submitted	to	the	Augusta,	Georgia	Engineering	
Department	during	the	design	phase.	In	some	
instances,	based	on	project	complexity,	as	
determined	by	AED,	inclusion	of	appropriate	details	
from the most recent Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices will suffice. Traffic control will be 
the	responsibility	of the	contractor	to	procure	and	
maintain. During construction, all traffic control 
measures	shall	be	maintained	as	drawn	on	the	
approved	plans	or	as	directed	by	design	engineer	
or City Traffic Engineer. Plans should be red lined, 
dated to reflect changes and kept available on site 
throughout	construction.

Construction Observation
Construction observation will be completed by 
the	project	Landscape	Architect	at	the	frequency	
established	between	the	Owner	and	Landscape	
Architect in the Contract. Landscape Architect will 
be	present	for	all	project	milestones,	as	established	
in	the contract.	Augusta,	Georgia	will	also	complete	
site	observation	as	deemed	necessary	and	discussed	
in	the Project	pre-construction	meeting.

Post Bid Changes 
Post	bid	changes	shall	be	initiated	by	submittal	
of	Request	for	Information	to	project	Landscape	
Architect	and	appropriate	permitting	authority.	
If	additional	approval	is	required	for	requested	
change,	the	appropriate	submittals	will	be	made	by
Landscape Architect. Contract drawings shall be red 
lined and	dated.	Post	bid	changes	will	be	negotiated	
as	a	change	to	the	contract	between	owner	and	
contractor	or	Landscape	Architect.

Maintenance Process
As part of the Augusta Beautification Program, 
project	sponsors	will	be	responsible	for	the	
installation,	monitoring,	and	maintenance	of	
the	landscape	improvements,	by	employing	a	
contracted	professional	landscape	maintenance	
company.	Scheduled	maintenance	to	be	performed	
is	to	include	but	not	be	limited	to:	mowing,	edging,	
pruning,	blowing,	litter	control,	as	well	as	other	
general	maintenance.



Contractor Selection

Qualifications
• Contractors shall have completed at    
minimum	3	projects	of	equal	scope,	complexity	and	
value.
• Contractors shall meet the minimum 
bonding	and	insurance	requirements	per	Augusta	
Beautification Agreement.
• Contact Augusta Beautification Commitee 
for information on qualified contractors and 
landscape	maintenance	companies.

Long-Term Maintenance Plan 

Sponsors	will	be	required	to	commit	to	providing	
the	maintenance	of	the	project	area	they	wish	to	
adopt.	Sponsor shall	produce	a	plan	demonstrating	
provision	for	the	maintenance	cost	of	a	contracted	
professional	landscape	maintenance	company	over	
the	entire	commitment	period.	Multiple	sponsor	
projects	are	encouraged	and	all	participants	will	
sign	agreement.

Maintenance Schedule

A	scope	and	frequency	of	maintenance	will	be	
established during the Augusta Beautification 
Agreement process based on roadway classification 
(High Visibility/High Maintenance, vice versa). All 
projects	will	receive	enhanced	maintenance	in	mid-
March	and	Early	April.	For	this	reason,	minimum	
biweekly* maintenance visits in the month of 
March	will	be	required	of	all	projects	regardless	
of roadway classification. Maintenance Company 
should also complete touch ups during the first full 
week of April as needed (leaf litter, trash pickup, 
etc.). 
*For the purpose of this document, bi-weekly shall 
mean every other week.

Growing Season
March-November	Requirements
Mowing	
Edging

Regular maintenance will be required at a frequency 
determined by the roadway classification.
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Blowing	
Deadheading	&	Fertilizing	Flowering	Plants
Tip	pruning	and	Shaping	of	shrubs
Maintain	mulch	as	needed
Weed	control
Irrigation	observation,	maintenance,	and	adjustment
Litter/General	area	cleanup		
Integrated	Pest	Management

Dormant Season
December-February	Requirements
Leaf Control
Pruning	of	Trees	and	Shrubs
Irrigation	Maintenance/Seasonal	Precautions
Litter/General	area	cleanup		
Mulch	all	beds
Pre-emergent	Herbicide
Integrated	Pest	Management

Maintenance Schedule by Roadway 
Classification
Roadway	
Classification

Growing	
Season	
Maintenance

Dormant	
Season	
Maintenance

Major	Arterial Bi-weekly Bi-weekly
Minor	Arterial Bi-weekly Bi-weekly
Collector Bi weekly Monthly
Local Monthly Monthly
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Traffic control measures shall be in place during 
installation and ongoing maintenance.

Methods of Payment for maintenance 
contract 
• The Garden City Improvement Fund has been 
established	to	facilitate	the	management	of	priority	
corridors. The public may make tax deductible 
donations and earmark donations for their corridor of 
choice.
•	 A	group	may	petition	to	form	a	Business	
Improvement	District	to	in	order	to	maintain	
their corridor of choice through a Voluntary Tax 
Assessment.	
•	 In	order	to	begin	a	sanctioned	project,	the	
Augusta Beautification Commitee will require 25% 
percent	of	the	projected	one	year	maintenance	cost	to	
be	pledged.

Project Coordination and 
Installation

Coordination with Site Utilities and Signs
•	 Execution	and	installation	of	the	landscape		 	
	 plan	shall	not	be	compromised	by	variations		
	 from	approved	location	of	site	utilities		 	
	 and	service	connections	including:
•	 Water,	sanitary	and	storm	sewer,	electric,	gas,		
	 cable	television	lines.
•	 Transformers,	cable	television	and	telephone		
	 boxes,	air	conditioning/heating	units.
•	 Street	lights,	pedestrian	lights	and	related		 	
	 service	conduit,	ballast/splice	boxes.
• Traffic signs and signals.
•	 Site-use	related	signs	or	signature	elements.
•	 Fire	department	connections,	information		 	

stations, fire access ways or emergency   
	 vehicle	access		 	

As-Built Landscape and Irrigation Documents
•	 As-built	documents	are	required	for	all	
landscape and irrigation installation. Contractor 
shall	provide	hardcopy	and	digital	copy	of	as-built	
drawings	to	both	landscape	architect	and	Augusta	
Beautification Committee.

Drawings shall at a minimum indicate the following:
•	 As-constructed	site	conditions	including	
clear delineation of all variation(s) and changes from 
approved	drawings	including	location,	quantity	and	
specification of all project elements.

Landscape Drawings

Drawings shall at a minimum indicate the following:	
•	 Pre-existing	site	conditions,	including	
	 vegetation	and	other	site	features	to	be		 	
	 preserved.
•	 As-constructed	conditions	that	identify	and
	 record	the	species,	quantity	and	location	of		 	
	 plantings.
•	 Updated	Planting	Schedule	or	Index	indicating		

species, specifications and quantities.
•	 As-built	drawings	shall	be	prepared,	dated	and		

sealed by a Contractor certified in the State of  
	 Georgia.

Irrigation and Water Management Drawings

Drawings shall at a minimum indicate the following: 
•	 As-constructed	conditions	that	clearly	identify	
and record the location, dimension and specification of 
all system	components	including	heads,	pipes,	valves,	
controller(s), sleeves, backflow preventer(s) and water 
source.
•	 As-built	documents	shall	be	prepared,	dated	and	

signed by the Contractor of Record.
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Contact List

Utilities
For	information	regarding	location	of	water	and	
sewer	lines,	GIS	information,	and	coordination	
for	installation,	as	well	as,	regarding	possible	in	
kind donations of Utility Department labor and 
equipment,	please	contact	the	Augusta	Utilities	
Department.	

Tom	Weidmeier,	Director
Augusta	Utility	Department
Phone: (706) 821-1851
Fax: (706) 821-1859
Email:	tweidmeier@augustaga.gov

Deanna Davis, Civil Engineer
Augusta	Utility	Department
Phone: (706) 821-1851
Fax: (706) 821-1859
Email:ddavis2@augustaga.gov

Traffic
For traffic related concerns on projects within the 
Augusta, Georgia R/W, contact Steve Cassell. 
This	includes	any	variance	from	the	GDOT	
landscape guidelines, traffic control and roadway 
encroachment,	Mowing	and	Maintenance	
Agreements, traffic signal or street light utility 
information,	and	coordination	with	proposed	projects	
and	transportation	master	plan.

Steve Cassell, P.E., PTOE
Asst. Director of Traffic Engineering
517 Telfair	St.
Augusta, GA 30901
Phone:(706) 821-1850
Fax:(706) 821-1724
Email:	scassell@augustaga.gov

Engineering
For	concerns	regarding	Augusta	Georgia	erosion	control	
and	construction	requirements,	contact	the	Augusta	
Engineering	Department.	

David	Smith,	P.E.
Stormwater and Construction Engineer
522 Greene	St.
Augusta, GA 30901
Phone:(706) 821-1706
Fax:(706) 821-1708

Planning & Zoning
For	concerns	regarding	Zoning	requirements	and	
permitting	procedures,	contact	Bob	Austin	at	the	
Augusta Georgia Planning and Development Office. 

Bob	Austin
Zoning	Administrator
525 Telfair	St.
Augusta, GA 30901
Phone: (706) 821-1796
Fax: (706) 821-1806
Email:	baustin@augustaga.gov
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GDOT Local and District Offices
For	projects	or	portions	of	projects	which	are	
located	in	a	Georgia	Dept.	of	Transportation	
R/W, GDOT requirements take precedent over 
local	ordinances.	For	questions	on	permitting,	
guideline clarification, on-site meetings, and 
initiation	of	variances	contact	GDOT	District	
2 Access Management Office. Permits will 
be	issued	through	the	Augusta		Area	Permit	
Engineer.	Please	contact	Ronnie	Sanders	
for permit pickup, Pre-construction Meeting 
coordination,	and	construction	site	visit	
coordination.	

Raye	Southerland	
801 Highway 15 South
Tennille, GA 31809
District 2 Access	Management	Supervisor
Phone: (478) 552-4621
Email:	rsoutherland@dot.ga.gov

Todd	Price
District 2 Access	Manager
801 Highway 15 South
Tennille, GA 31809
Phone:(478) 552-4622
Email:	tprice@dot.ga.gov

Ronnie	Sanders
Area	Permit	Engineer
Route	2,	Box	4260
Frontage	Road
Evans, GA  30809
Phone: (706) 855-3476 

Augusta Beautification Committee

To reach the Augusta Beautification Committee with 
questions or interest in sponsoring a beautification 
project,	contact	the	Augusta,	Georgia	Planning	and	
Zoning Office. 

Garden City Improvement Fund

Starting	in	2010,	a	public/private	partnership	between	
The City of Augusta, the Georgia Department of 
Transportation, the Augusta Convention and Visitor’s 
Bureau,	local	businesses	and	concerned	citizens	has	
collaborated	on	several	projects	aimed	at	beautifying	
the City’s major corridors. These efforts have 
been	privately-led	by	concerned	citizens	and	the	
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau.
For this, we need help and are asking for the public’s 
support through donations to the “Garden City 
Improvement	Fund.”	Those	wishing	to	Sponsor	a	
project	or	wanting	to	help	with	ongoing	maintenance	
may make a maintenance contribution in the name 
of the “Garden City Improvement Fund” through the 
Community Foundation of the CSRA. Donations can 
be	made	either	on-line	or	mailed	to	the	following	
address:
• The Garden City Improvement Fund
 c/o The Community Foundation for the CSRA
 Post Office Box 31358
 Augusta, Georgia 30903

Donations	are	tax	deductible.
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CONSTRUCTION DETAILS
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SAMPLE APPROV ED PLAN SET
FOR	REFERENC E	ONLY ,	MOST	REC ENT	DEV ELOPMENT	C ODES	APPLY
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SAMPLE BEAUTIFICATION AGREEMENT
FOR	REFERENC E	ONLY ,	MOST	REC ENT	REV ISION	APPLIES





SAMPLE GDOT LANDSCAPE GUIDELINE
FOR	REFERENC E	ONLY ,	MOST	REC ENT	REV ISION	APPLIES

SEE	GDOT	WEBSITE	OR	C ONTAC T	GDOT	FOR	MOST	REC ENT	REV ISION
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